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Milton Claims MBTA'’s Mattapan Proposal Much Too Costly

By DANIEL P, JUDA
Globe AlaN

Milton selectmen launched
their third attack .on the
MBTA yesterday with a ‘po-
sition paper, asking the 79
community members of the
MBTA Advisory Board to
support their claim that the
moving of the MBTA stor-
age yards to Matlapan is a
“classic example of wasteful

investment.”

The relocation vo_f the
Cambridge facility to make
way for the John F. Kenhe-

dy Memorial Library has

“heen a continuing source of

controversy. It whs cause for
a suit brought by the town

which was later dismissed -

by the courts, :

Alternate site proposals
for Braintree, Weymouth,
and Dorchester (both at
Butler st and"Codman sq.)
were rejected after local res-
idents protestéd and when in
one )
made it imposgible to move
in. i

. The -main. - eriticism set
forth in the Millon paper is
that it will cost etween $15

casé the  Legislautre’

and .$25 million to build the
Mattapan yard, which could

be built on another site for

less money.

- The position paper notes
the alternate sites listed in
the MBTA Engineering Re-
ports, with cost estimates
determed by Milion select-
men, They are:

Codman Yard ......... 8 898,300
Codman Yard Revised ... 2,080,928
South Braintree ......... 2,528,000
Butler 8t ...... .o 3,873,000
Butler 8t. Revised ....... 9,000,000
Savin Hil} ... 4,205,000
Savin Hill Revised ....... 8,000,000
North Quiney ........... 6,068,000
Fort Point Channel ...... 8,000,000

Mattapan ..o 12,800,000
Mattapan Escalated . 18,000,000
Mattapan Revised ....... 26,000,000

John A. Cronin, executive
secretary of the Milton se-
lectmen, sald the Mattapan
site s favored by the
M.B.T.A. ‘because it is loca-
ed on Authority and M.D.C.
Jand and “would not require
legislative approval to build
on.”

The other sites, Cronin

said “would involve ob-
taining legislative approval”

Cronin said the only hope
town officials have in win-
ning its battle with the

MB.T.A, is to convince ihe
communities in the system
that the rapid transit's defi-
cit i3 already spiraling at a
tremendous rate and to com-
plete a project at twice the
ng;:essary cost is unreason-
able,

All but two members of
the board (Milton and Ran-
dolph) voted to approve the
Mattapan extension in Feb-
ruary of this year, And
trustees of the Kennedy Me-
morial Library have made it
clear that if the Cambridge
yards are not vacated by the
Spring of 1970, there may be
no library at all,

Despi'te this uﬁfavm'nb]e
position, the position paper
states that the Milton Selec.

_ men have requested & “com-

plete -restudy of the pro-
posed Mattapan extension

and car barns.”

The reques! was made to
the Special Commission Rel-
ative to the Finances and
Operations of the MBTA
chaired by’ Senator James R,
Mclntyre (D-Quincy).

Although Sen. Mclntyre
was not available for com-
ment yesterday, it ‘was
learned that {two members of
the special commission have
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already responded to the
Milton paper.

Harrison Chadwitk (R«
Winchester) stated in a letter
to John Cronin: “I believe
your position is completely
sound and I em with you all
the way. Please be assured 1
will do whatever I can to
block this totally unwise
project.” |

Joseph E, Brett (D-
Quincy) said in a letter to
the executive secretary: “I
have already stated publicly
my opposition to such a
move, It would be an un-
warranted waste of the tax-
payers’ money for a project

of exiremely doubtful bene-
fit. I will do all I can to de-
feat this senseless proposal
of the MBTA”

Milton hopes its paper will
be seriously considered be-
fore the Special Commission .
presents its new master plan
for the MBTA -on Jan., 31

Milton's first attempt to.
block construction at Matta-
pan failed when Judge
Frank W, Tomasello, dis- °
missed the town's suit from
Suffolk Superior Court Sept,

123, 1968. Millon has appenled

the case to the higher courts
where it is now under ad-
visement, : )



