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vStart Work in Mattapan,
MBTA Board Votes ‘

BY A. S. PLOTKIN \
Staff Reporter \

Despite continuing opposi-
tion in Milton to the transit
extension to Matltapan, the
Mass achusefis Bay Trans-
portation Authority hboard
voted Friday to authorize an
immediate start on design
and engineering for the $12.8
million project.

As a result, two nationally
known firms will begin pre-
liminary work under con-
tracts totalling $731,000,

General Manager Leo J,
Cusick explained that fast
action is necessary “to minj-
mize the time lag that has
heen lost in trying to find a
site” for relocation of the
transit yards in Cambridge,

The move from Cam-
bridge will he necessary to
make way for the Kennody
Memorial Library, and
Chairman Charles C, Cabot
sajd, “We are under a moral
and legal obligation to do
this as rapidly as possible.”

Several efforts have heen
launched in the Legislature
which could block the Mat-
tapan project, Should any of
these bhecome law, Cabot
added, “"We would stop these
contracts,”

Cusick estimated that con-
struction might get under-
way in four months, al-
though major construction
probably would begin in
about seven months,

Chairman Cabot empha-
sized the willingness of the
T to confer with Milton offi-
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cials and “work closely” to.
gether for possible changes
in design — if feasible and
not too costly,

He said he doubted wheth- |

er the authority would con-
struet any slations on the
two and a half-mile line,
other than the two now
planned at Central av., Mil-
ton, and Butler st., Dorches-
er,

1L was explained that ef-
feetive rapid transit with the
heavy, fast cars now operat-
ing on the line from Har-
vard sq, to Ashmont would
he impossible if more sta-
tions were added,

Declared Cabot; “We are
not going to plow ahead and
pay no altention to the de-
mands of the people from
Milton , ., but I think they
will have a hard time con-
vincing us that there ought
to be more stations,”

The bhoard also voted to
authorize an oxtra work
order for $010,000 for the
Perinl Corp, building the
Haymarket tunnel exten-
sion, hecause of the need of
underpinning massive sleel
supports of the Central
Artery,

Cusick said that when the
viaduet structure was built,
no one anticipated that a
{ransit tube would be huilt
only a few feet from the
supporting columns, These,
he said, exert a weight pres-
sure of 585 tons,



